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Overview

During the worst of the COVID-19 pandemic, arts & cultural organizations in
Oregon stayed closed longer than in any other state. As a result, they have also
been slow to recover. They’ve faced a sluggish audience return, cancelled shows,

and increased operational costs.
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Unfortunately, many organizations are facing severe financial realities and
enacting cost-saving measures like layoffs and furloughs. Recently the Oregon
Shakespeare Festival announced departures of their executive director, director
of development, and 12 other staff. They have also furloughed 7 people and

delayed or stopped hiring 18 open positions.

Why We Need HB 2459 “We have always been able to take a stick of
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. . . something amazing out of it, but we can’t
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organizations of all sizes across Oregon.

The Cultural Advocacy Coalition of Oregon worked with arts and culture
stakeholders to determine the most expeditious and equitable funding distribution
mechanism.

We’re proud that roughly half of the funding will be distributed via grants to
organizations through their local county coalitions. The other half will be directly
allocated to larger arts organizations and nearly 100 independent venues across
Oregon.
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