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ARTISTS REP ANNOUNCES  
THE 2024/25 SEASON  

THE EVENT! by Lava Alapai, Linda Alper, Anthony Hudson, Daniel Kitrosser, Susannah Mars, 
Josie Seid, & Luan Schooler 
SAPIENCE by Diana Burbano 

THE STORYTELLER by Sara Jean Accuardi 
 

 
 
  

PORTLAND, OREGON – May 29, 2024 Artists Repertory Theatre (ART) is thrilled to announce its 
highly anticipated 42nd season, which promises to captivate audiences with a lineup of 
Portland-made plays. Returning to the beloved 1515 SW Morrison space, the season includes 
two World Premieres and a T|R|S commission, celebrating ART’s long-standing tradition of 
nurturing local talent and presenting innovative new works. 
 
"Homegrown and Portland-Made" -  Experience the magic of ART’s Portland-Made season, 
featuring the whimsical mystery of The Event!, the heartfelt exploration of communication in 
Sapience, and the enchanting journey of self-discovery in The Storyteller. Each play, premiering 
in the 2024/25 season, showcases the distinctive creativity and spirit that have defined ART for 



over four decades. Join us for an unforgettable theatrical adventure filled with laughter, 
warmth, and imagination. 
 
Of the upcoming season, Director of Artistic Programming, Luan Schooler says, “As we were 
thinking about how to open this new space and commemorate this very special time for ART, it 
felt important for the work to be related to our home, and to nourish and honor our deeply 
local roots. So the theme of our 24/25 season was born -  Homegrown, Portland-Made.” 
 
The importance of recognizing ART’s strengths in creating new works and audience engagement 
extends beyond the onstage productions. It also helps propel ART into finishing the 1515 SW 
Morrison Main Stage. While the 2024/25 season will be performed on the lobby stage, the 
actual mainstage is yet unfinished. Managing Director, Aiyana Cunningham remains optimistic 
about completing the entire project, sharing “we are excited to come back with this exhilarating 
season on our rough and ready lobby stage. This season is just part of our vision to begin to 
activate the space. We also intend to remain a performing arts hub; opening and sharing the 
space with other arts organizations at below market rate rentals and keeping the venue as 
active as possible.” 
  
Artists Rep is offering our patrons the STANDARD and PREVIEW ticket packages. The packages 
allow you to pick your show dates in advance for all of the performances and you will get 
priority seating. New this year, both STANDARD and PREVIEW package buyers will be invited to 
the Saturday rehearsals of The Event! When asked what spurred this decision, Schooler said, 
“last winter, we held a series of community conversations, and one thing that lots of folks 
shared was curiosity about how plays are put together. So, we're inviting our subscriber folks to 
join us for Saturday rehearsals of The Event! to see how actors create characters, watch tech 
come together, see the play develop -- and maybe even join the fun!.” ART’s ticket packages go 
on sale June 7th and can be arranged by visiting our website at artistsrep.org.   
 
In addition to show tickets, parking passes will be available for purchase for the season. Single 
tickets will go on sale August 1st, starting at $30 for previews and $60 for the standard run. 
Artists Rep also participates in Arts for All, a program that entitles members to $5 tickets at 
participating arts organizations.  
 
THE FULL 2024/25 ON STAGE SEASON 
The Event!* 
by Lava Alapai, Linda Alper, Anthony Hudson, Daniel Kitrosser, Susannah Mars, Josie Seid, and 
Luan Schooler 
directed by Luan Schooler 
October 13 - November 10, 2024 
Welcome to Cabbotville! Step right into this quaint Oregon town grappling with hard times since 
the logging mill closed. Enter Rudy, a queer kid whose disappearance leaves the whole town 
flummoxed. Did he run away? Perhaps he rode off on a magical ostrich? Or, could his 
disappearance be linked to something a little more out of this world–like a close encounter of 
the Third Kind? The Event! is a delightfully playful experience (maybe with a slight naughty 



twinkle) filled with surprising twists and turns. If you need a play that will be a sanctuary of 
laughter and optimism, this is the show for you! 
*World Premiere 
 
Sapience* 
by Diana Burbano 
directed by Melory Mirashrafi 
February 23 - March 23, 2024 
Elsa is a primatologist studying the language abilities of orangutans like Wookie, who she’s 
training to speak. More comfortable with her subjects than she is with most humans, Elsa’s 
world gets uncomfortably messy when her cousin’s child AJ, who is neurodiverse and often 
nonverbal, starts an unlikely friendship with Wookie. Warm at heart, Sapience is an imaginative, 
theatrical exploration of different kinds of intelligence and the universal desire to be 
understood. 
*T|R|S Commission and Premiere 
 
The Storyteller* 
by Sara Jean Accuardi 
directed by Luan Schooler 
April 22 - May 18, 2024 
Experience the enchanting journey of The Storyteller, a captivating story that dives into the 
depths of imagination and the allure of storytelling. Seventeen-year-old Randi has lived her 
entire life secluded and off the grid with her dad on an old rotting houseboat, and like a typical 
teen, she’s sick of it. She’s ready to know her story and embarks on a journey of self-discovery 
and freedom. Inspired by Shakespeare’s The Tempest, this spellbinding play unravels the magic 
and power of the tales we weave. Come immerse yourself in a world where reality and fantasy 
intertwine. Winner of the Oregon Book Award for drama, the International Thomas Wolfe 
Playwriting Competition, and a finalist for the O'Neill Center's National Playwrights Conference.  
*World Premiere 
 
*** 

ABOUT ARTISTS REPERTORY THEATRE 

  

ARTISTS REPERTORY THEATRE’S (Artists Rep or ART) mission is to produce intimate, provocative theatre and provide 

a home for a diverse community of artists and audiences to take creative risks. Artists Rep (est. 1982) is Portland’s 

oldest professional theatre company and has become a significant presence in the U.S. regional theatre with a 

legacy of world, national, and regional premieres of provocative new work with the highest standards of stagecraft. 

In 2016, ART became the 72nd member of the League of Resident Theatres (LORT) and is an Associate Member of 

the National New Play Network (NNPN). Plays developed by ART have subsequently been produced in New York, 

Chicago, London, and throughout the country. Recognition for ART developed plays includes the Dramatists Guild 

Foundation Award, the Edgerton New Play Award, NEA Funding, the Mellon Foundation National Playwright 

Residency Program, American Theatre Magazine’s Most-Produced Plays, and coverage in the New Yorker and the 

New York Times. In 2021, the Oregon Media Production Association (OMPA) honored Artists Rep with the Creative 

Innovation Award for the company’s pivot to digital mediums in response to the COVID-19 Pandemic. ART 

https://artistsrep.org/


recognizes that we are a predominately white organization and operate within systemic racism and oppression, and 

that silence and neutrality are actions of complicity. We commit ourselves to the work of becoming an anti-racism 

and anti-oppression organization, and will work with urgency to end racial inequities in our industry and our 

culture. To learn more about our organization and programs, please visit https://artistsrep.org/about/  

  

### 

https://artistsrep.org/about/anti-racist-statement/
https://artistsrep.org/about/

